NUSC Note:  The following article appeared in May 2009 in Mankato Free Press in observance of the 600th softball victory for coach Bob Mertz. Because of it’s significance we located the article and are adding it to the area’s sports history.
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Cathedral coach reaches milestone

Softball coach gets 600th win

By Jim Rueda 

NEW ULM — It has been a year of milestones for New Ulm Cathedral softball coach Bob Mertz.

The year 2009 marked his 30th season as the head coach of the Greyhounds. It is also the year Mertz turned 60.

On Tuesday, with a 4-1 win over Minnesota Valley Lutheran in the first round of the Section 2A Tournament, Mertz reach another benchmark — he coached his 600th win.

While he says he’s been fortunate to coach the Cathedral program for so long, he admits the accomplishment is a sure sign he’s getting old.

“But I don’t need 600 wins to tell me that,” he said. “My reaction times let me know that.

“I’ve been getting beat up pretty bad this year. In batting practice I took one in the throat and had to be hospitalized. I just don’t move as quick as I used to.”

Mertz, who was already the winningest coach in state history entering the season, said he tried to keep his climb to 600 from his players because he didn’t want it to be a distraction — especially in the playoffs — but they found out anyway.

“I’ve known all along,” senior shortstop Katie Larson said. “Actually, I was here for his 500th win when I was an eighth-grader and I’ve been calling our AD (John Vetter) every once in awhile to get updates. I tried to keep it just between me and our captain Kaitlin DuChene but word seemed to get out.”

Larson said there was no added pressure in Monday’s opener because it was already an elimination game in the playoffs. Teammate Kate Bock, who pitched the five-hit victory against MVL, disagreed, saying the game had added significance.

“That kind of made it more important,” she said. “We wanted to get him his 600th win and we knew we had to win that first-round game.

“(Even though we beat the MVL Chargers twice during the regular season) there was no way we were going to take them lightly. You saw today they were in the game all the way.” 

Although he has no intention of retiring, Mertz’s legacy is already impressive. Including Tuesday’s games, he has a 601-107 record, has taken his team to 10 state tournaments, has averaged 20 wins a season for 30 years, and has won six state championships — 1993, ‘94, 2003, ‘04, ‘07.

Mertz would never compare this year’s team to any of its predecessors, but says his 2009 squad is pretty good one: “We have a nice team with five senior starters. We play defense well and our team batting average is over .350.

“But getting through the section will be tough. Lake Crystal has a great pitcher who’s been striking out everybody and McLeod West and Martin County West are pretty tough, too. We’re going to have to play well if we want to get to state.”

In Tuesday’s opener against MVL, the Greyhounds picked up their first run in the third on an RBI single to left by Leah Eckstein. They added three more runs in the bottom of the sixth with the help of a double by Larson, a single by Eckstein and two successful bunts.

Cathedral’s Bock ended up with 12 strikeouts and walked one. Eckstein and Larson had two hits apiece.

In Game 2, Kasey Bode fanned 10 and threw another five-hitter as Cathedral beat Comfrey/Cedar Mountain 5-2. DuChene ripped a two-run single in the bottom of the fourth. Amy Berg had two hits for the Greyhounds.


